THE  EUEAL  DISTEICT  COUNCIL 
OF  BLOEE  HEATH. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1908. 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Blore  Heath. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  annual 
report  upon  the  health  of  your  district  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1908. 

The  birth-rate,  at  22  per  1,000,  was  higher 
than  last  year,  but  under  the  ten  years^ 
average.  The  death-rate  of  10  per  1,000  is  one 
of  the  lowest  recorded,  ^nd  3 per  1,000  beilow  the 
average.  An  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
at  Ashley,  but  no  death  resulted. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL 
CHARACTERISTICS. 

The  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Blore  Heath 
has  an  area  of  upwards  of  13,660  acres,  and 
comprises  the  three  parishes  of  Ashley,  Muckle- 
stone,  and  Tyrley  The  parishes  of  Muckle- 
stone  and  Tyrley  include  some  very  fertile, 
highly-cultivated  Land,  but  as  these  parishes 
rise  towards  that  of  AsMey  the  land  becomes 
poorer  in  quality.  At  Ashley  begin  the  moor- 
lands of  Staffordshire,  the  Southern  extremity 
of  the  Pennine  range.  Ashley  Heath  is  up- 
wards of  750  feet  above  sea  level,  and  is  the 
highest  cultivated  table  land  in  England.  The 
trend  of  the  drainage  of  the  district  is  for  the 
most  part  westward  to  the  River  Tern,  except 
the  eastern  portion  of  Ashley  parish,  which  is 
drained  by  tributaries  of  the  River  Sow.  The 
springs  forming  the  source  of  the  Market  Dray- 
ton Water  Company^’s  supply  are  situate  in 
the  Burnt  Woods.  The  mains  run  through 
the  fields  upon  which  the  battle  of  Blore 
Heath  was  fought  in  1459. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


POPULATION. — The  population  of  the  dis- 
trict, estimated  to  the  middle  of  1908,  was  2,087. 
The  natural  increase  of  population  (that  is,  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths)  was  25  during  the 
year.  At  the  census  taken  in  1901,  the  number 
of  inhabited  houses  was  466,  with  an  average  of 
4.5  persons'  per  house. 


MARRIAGES. — Eleven  marriages  were  regis. 
tered  during  the  year. 

BIRTHS. — Eorty-six  children  were  born  and 
registered.  Of  these,  three  were  illegitimate. 
The  birth-rate  was  22.0  per  1,000.  The  average 
rate  for  the  previous  ten  vears  was  23.9  pei 
1,000. 

DEATHS  — Only  21  deaths  were  registered  in 
the  year.  The  annual  death-rate  was  10.0  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  compared  with 
an  average  rate  of  13.1  per  1,000  for  the  pre- 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS.— Of  the 
21  deaths,  eight  were  of  persons  of  the  age  of 
65  and  upwards,  and  five  were  under  5.  Four 
deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage,  three  to  Old  Age,  three  to  Heart 
Diseases,  two  to  Pneumonia,  one  to  Cancer. 
There  were  two  accidental  deaths. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— Fifteen  cases  of 
Diphtheria  were  notified  to  me  in  October  and 
November,  in  connection  with  the  outbreak  at 
Ashley,  Six  patients  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  ITospitaU  The  schools  were  closed 
for  five  weeks.  No  death  lesulted  from  the 
outbreak.  These  15  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
the  only  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to 
me  in  the  district  during  the  year.  Pulmonai-y 
Tuberculosis  (Consumption)  has  been  volun- 
tarily notifiable  in  the  district  since  1900,  but 
very  few  cases  have  been  notified.  In  cases  of 
death  from  ■Consumption,  notice  of  the  dis- 
infection necessary  is  sent  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  deceased.  In  all  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  printed  instructions  are  sent  to  the 
occupiers  of  infected  houses,  suggesting  the  pre- 
cautions to  be  taken  in  order  to  check  the 
spread  of  the  contagion.  At  the  termination  of 


all  eases,  disinfection  and  efficient  cleansing  of 
the  infected  rooms  have  been  carried  out  under 
the  direction  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

VACCINATION. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  ot 
in  your  district  for  the  year  1908.  «.)f  t*i.,. 

46  children  born  and  roistered  during  the  year, 
31  were  successfully  vaccinated,  two  died  un- 
vaccinated, four  were  not  of  age  at  end  ot  the 
year,  the  vaccination  of  one  child  was  postponed 
by  medical  certificate,  and  eight  children  re- 
main unvaccinated  on  account  of  the  conscien- 
tious objections  of  their  parents. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION  FOE  THE 
WOEKING  CLASSES.— The  population  is  de- 
creasing steadily,  still  a few  new  houses  have 
been  erected,  thus  improving  the  accommoda- 
tion. The  cottages,  generally  speaking,  are  in 
a satisfactory  condition. 

WATEE  SUPPLY.  — Chiefly  from  pumps, 
shallow  wells,  and  draw-wells.  The  village  of 
Aston  has  a public  supply  of  good  water.  I 
have  analysed  three  samples  of  drinking  water, 
of  which  two  were  unsafe  to  use. 

FACTOEY  AND  WOEKSHOPS  ACT.  1901 — 
The  application  of  this  Act  is  limited,  there 
being  only  a few  workshops  and  one  small 
cheese  factory. 

DAIEIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS 
OEDEE  (1886). — The  regulations  of  this  Order 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  came 
into  force  on  1st  May,  1907. 

NUISANCEvS,  Etc. — A summary  of  work  done 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  is  contained  in  a 
table  affixed  to  this  Eeport. 

I am, 

A'ours  faithfully, 

A.  MACQUEEN,  M D. 

Market  Drayton, 

24th  IMarch,  1909. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  done  in 
the  Nuisance  Inspector's  Department  during 
the  year  1908,  in  the  Rural  District  of  Blore 


Heath:— 

Defects 

found. 

Dwelling-houses  and  Schools: 

Foul  Conditions  2 

Structural  Defects  18 

Overcrowding  1 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  1 

Cowsheds  4 

Ashpits  and  Privies  41 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  5 

H 0 u se  D r a i n a ge : 

Defective  Traps  38 

No  Disconnection  9 

Other  Faults  64 

Water  Supply  21 


Pigsties  4 

Animals  improperly  kept 1 

Other  Nuisances  27 


236 

Number  of  Inspections  and  Observations  made, 
250.  Number  of  Defects  found,  236.  Abate- 
ment Notices:  Informal  by  Inspector,  135; 
Formal  by  Authority,  51.  Nuisances  Abated 
after  Notice  by  Inspector,  62;  By  Authority,  58. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act : 

Samples  of  Water  thken  for  Analj^sis  3 

Precautions  Against  Infectious  Disease: 
Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or 

Destroyed  3 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  8 

Schools  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  1 


(Signed)  HUGH  JONES, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


8tli  Aj»ril,  1909. 


